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I hope you had a great weekend!

During last week's School Board meeting, we recognized so
many students who have received state recognitions.
Successes like these are a testament to the hard work our
students, their teachers and coaches do every day.

We also celebrated our staff with the Spirit of Judson Awards
and Service Awards, which you can see below. Many of our
staff members have dedicated 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of
their time and energy to Judson ISD, ensuring our students are
given a quality education. You inspire me to be a better leader
for you and this community.

Please take a moment to read about everything happening at
JISD. I hope you all have a wonderful weekend!
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District celebrates Spirit of Judson & Years
of Service Winners
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Microgrants for Mental Health
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The 2023-2024 Transfer List is Now Open
What's Happening Around Judson ISD 
Free School Supplies for 2023-2024
Judson ISD Battle of the Books
American Rescue Plan Act Grant awarded to
Judson ISD
Autism Awareness T-Shirts 
What's Happening Around Judson ISD 
We are #GrowingLeaders at Judson ISD!
Do You Want to Earn A Master's Degree?
JECA Students rally together to bring
attention to the CROWN ACT
Give blood, Save a Life!
Adventure ClubSpring Break Camps
Judson ISD High School Graduation Dates
Upcoming Events Around Judson ISD

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org
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DISTRICT CELEBRATES
Spirit of Judson & Years of Service Winners

The Judson ISD Family celebrated dedication and excellence at the Annual Spirit of Judson & Years of
Service Awards Ceremony!

 
Staff members who receive the Spirit of Judson Award are nominated by their peers. The winners are
people who, through their hard work and dedication, go the extra mile every day and help to produce

excellence throughout Judson ISD. Forty-three staff members from all over the district were
presented with the Spirit of Judson Award.

 
We also celebrate staff members who have dedicated a large portion of their lives to the service of

children in our JISD community. Service awards for 15+ years of service, in 5-year increments, were
given to our most experienced staff members. The commitment they have shown to our district

shows in every success our students experience.
 

Thank you to the Human Resources Department for their work to recognize our incredible
#JudsonISDFamily!

 
View the entire photo album.
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SAN ANTONIO YOUTH COMMISSION OFFERS MICROGRANTS FOR
MENTAL HEALTH
The San Antonio Youth Commission (SAYC) is offering microgrants up to $3,000 to support
projects and events supporting the mental health of youth and young adults in San Antonio.

SAYC members wanted to offer these microgrants for projects that could have a lasting impact
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“If a student is hungry, she feeds them. If a student is exhausted, she allows them to rest. If a student
needs attention, she provides positive interactions with them.” This is what a colleague says about the
March Employee of the Month, Idalia Acosta-Pasten.

Ms. Acosta-Pasten is the Special Education Department Chair at Kirby Middle School. And while her

JUDSON ISD EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH SPONSORED BY JORDAN FORD

colleagues have many wonderful things to say about what
she does for them and for children, they also say that one
of the things she does best is listen, listen and consider
their thoughts, feelings and ideas.

Acosta-Pasten is all about coming up with creative
solutions to complicated challenges and helping others do
the same. She is actively engaged in learning and improve
students’ quality of life. Read more.

Thank you to Jordan Ford for sponsoring the JISD
Employee of the Month. View the entire photo album.

on school campuses. These projects and events also
create more opportunities where young people
could see how they could positively impact their
learning environments by getting involved and
taking a hands-on approach to improving the
mental health support needed on their school
campuses. This will also help our Youth Leaders
learn more about what the community members consider higher areas of need and let the
younger residents be the subject matter experts that will help guide our city leaders to better
solutions. 

Judson ISD employees can apply for the microgrants here until April 23, 2023. The Youth
Commission plans to announce the microgrant recipients at the SAYC-sponsored Youth
Summit on May 20th at the Rise Recovery Center. See the full flyer for more information.
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The Transfer Request for Teachers, Nurses, Library Media Specialists, Counselors, Academic
Trainers, Academic Coaches and Paraprofessionals will open today. The deadline for
employees to submit a Transfer Request will be at noon on May 26, 2023. 

Please follow these steps to submit this request. 

THE 2023-2024 TRANSFER LIST IS NOW OPEN

A principal chooses to interview an employee on the Transfer Request list. 
A principal submits a recommendation for that employee to fill an approved vacancy at
their campus. 
The employee accepts the offer (made by HR) to transfer to the new campus. 

Once an employee has submitted their name for the Transfer Request list, they may be
contacted by a principal about available positions at their campus. Please be aware that
submitting a Transfer Request will not automatically result in a transfer to the requested
campus(es).  

**All transfers are lateral; only the location will change. **
  
A transfer will only be completed if the following requirements have been met. 

1.
2.

3.

*Employees currently on a growth plan are not eligible to submit a transfer request. 

Please reach out to Human Resources for any questions you may have.  
(210) 945-5613 

Professional Staff
Jennifer Rodriguez
HR Specialist – Professional Staff
jjrodriguez@judsonisd.org
(210) 945-5615

Paraprofessional Staff 
Jennifer Unwin 
HR Specialist – Auxiliary Staff 
junwin@judsonisd.org 
(210) 945-5618 

Professional Staff
Herlinda Thomas 
Systems Operator  
hthomas@judsonsid.org 
(210) 945-5616 
 
Paraprofessional Staff
Braulio “Lalo” Ramirez-Herrera 
Systems Operator  
bramirezher@judsonsid.org 
(210) 945-5613 

HUMAN RESOURCES FORMSSUBMIT NEW FORMFORM SPACEEDUPHORIA

2023-2024 PROFESSIONAL OR PARAPROFESSIONAL
TRANSFER REQUEST
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BULLDOG CAREER DAY

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

JU 

On March 24, 2023, Park Village Belnded
Learning Acedmy hosted their annual Career
Day, bringing together police officers,
firefighters, K-9 trainers, and many other
occupations, giving inspiration to the
Bulldogs about their future career choices!

View Entire Photo Album.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND JUDSON ISD 

The 

ROCKET PRIDE AT THE 
HOUSTON RODEO!

Kimber Preece received 1st Place overall and
Abigail Slack received 2nd Place overall in the
Wood Judging Contest. The team took home 2nd
place!

Team members included Kimber Preece, Abigail
Slack, Isabella Celaya and Damien De Castro. Keep
up the good work!
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JISD Library Services hosted the district wide Battle of the Books competition. Teams were
comprised of 5th-grade students from Judson ISD elementary schools that competed against
each other in the annual Battle of the Books at Judson High School. The teams were tested on
their knowledge of 10 books read throughout the year with questions about characters,
themes, and plot in the style of a quiz show. Students showed spirit, school pride and
sportsmanship throughout the competition.

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

In an effort to support our Judson ISD families, we will be providing all students enrolled in a
JISD elementary campus for the 2023-2024 school year with their school supplies ... for FREE!
 

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 2023-2024

JUDSON ISD BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

This is possible due to federal funding available for this school year.
The school supplies will be delivered directly to campuses and
provided to your child by their teacher on the first day of school.
We ask parents to please provide their child with a backpack to
carry materials, but all school supplies will be provided by the
school district free of charge. 

We are so excited to be able to provide this support for the 2023-2024 school year, however,
we cannot promise this will continue for future years as financial support depends on the
availability of federal funds.
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Congratulations Winners:
 1st Place: Salinas Elementary
Bookworms

 2nd Place: Fine Arts Academy at
Olympia The Golden Pickles

 3rd Place: Salinas Elementary 
                   Reading Warriors

View Full Photo Album.

If you have questions about the BOB or
would like to support the BOB by
volunteering or donating to support the
BOB, please contact Pamela Thompson,
JISD Lead Librarian, for more information.
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Earlier this month, we celebrated “Inclusion Week" in which each school was asked to display
their spirit at various daily events to support inclusion on campus. We wanted to expand our
campaign and offer a t-shirts to support Autism Awareness, which is celebrated in April. T-
shirts are available for faculty, staff, students, and families. We ask that you share the word
and help us "Light It Up Blue" across the district on Wednesday, April 12.

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

The Judson ISD Student and Family Support Services Department was awarded The American
Rescue Plan Act grant in the amount of $1,075,800.00 to expand Mental Wellness Support
Services for our enrolled students, families and staff in the areas of grief and loss, stress,
anxiety, drug and alcohol use, domestic violence and personal/social and academic issues.  

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT GRANT AWARDED TO JUDSON ISD

AUTISM AWARENESS T-SHIRTS 

Judson ISD has seen an increase in students
and families needing mental health services
and will be able to expand the services in our
Wraparound Services Center. Clinicians will
provide students individual and group
counseling, after school family counseling as
appropriate and will include parent
education meetings and trainings. We are
excited to be able to offer these needed
services to our students, families and staff. 

Congratulations, this is wonderful news for
our JISD students and families!
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Each t-shirt costs $15 with cash or check payment. Please make
 checks out to Judson ISD Special Olympics. The JISD Special 
    Olympics team will come by each campus's front office and collect 
      all forms and payments this Friday, March 31st.

         These shirts will also be worn as a part of the Judson ISD team  
              that will be participating in the Walk for Autism on Saturday, 
                   April 22nd, at Palo Alto College. We welcome everyone to 
                       come be a part of the team and walk in support of not
                        only our students but also people around the world
                         who have been diagnosed with Autism. We celebrate
                         them and the authenticity they bring to us every day!

Download T-Shirt Order Form.
View Walk for Autism Flyer.
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TXPSTA LAW ENFORCEMENT STATE

THUNDERBIRDS MAKE STATE

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

MENTOR DAY

Congratulations to Wagner High School's Elexia
Rodriguez and Aryana Hernandez for competing at
the STATE Powerlifting in Dallas, Texas! 

They were two of the 21 lifters that competed in
their weight class at the THSWPA Championships.

Aryana Hernandez (Left) finished 6th overall, and
had her best meet of the season with a 920lb lift
total! 

Mentor day on WINS-day at Rolling Meadows
Elementary with Veterans Memorial HS Football! 

“A mentor is someone who allows you to see the
hope inside yourself.”

Via Twitter: @SAVeteransFBall

The Kitty Hawk Police Explorers traveled to Del
Mar College in Corpus Christi to compete at the
TXPSTA Law Enforcement State Competition. The
Explorers competed against the best of the best
high school teams throughout Texas and emerged
victorious. 

We are proud of your hard work and congratulate
you on your well-earned success!

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND JUDSON ISD 

M A R C H  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3

https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/1
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4021/JudsonISDStrategicPriorities.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wagnerhigh2017?__cft__[0]=AZWLs6P0zegIe9b-tszvGlth14lMNjKQpV4R4VWwB4IsM9lUsdQYMkfk7Q16xnCBejbXd0rhb6SlawfaA49kLpzIzR0mSFKzrtwj7a4Ia2alg74uFlssdhf4NEZPNTs9Km2lU9pfwLz1L9-Ikkge0M3intS_ZRkb8Ppv4IndDZDOHacVk_SaatLZpMEtDz-N--w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd


Judson ISD is partnering with Texas A&M University-San Antonio to provide an opportunity for
you to earn a graduate degree. 

Seven Programs are Available
• MS in Bilingual Education • MA in School Counseling • MEd in Early Childhood Education

• MA in Curriculum & Instruction • MS in Reading • MEd in Special Education 
• MA in Educational Administration

 

DO YOU WANT TO EARN A MASTER'S DEGREE?

Texas A&M University-San Antonio is providing $1,000 in
scholarship support for up to ten participants from Judson ISD
during the first semester when students enroll in a minimum
of 6 credit hours of graduate study.

Judson ISD is providing pre-approved substitute 
coverage for 2 days per semester for up to 4 semesters of
graduate study.

Join us at our Information Meeting on March 30th from 5 pm to 5:30 pm. The Zoom link and
more contact information can be found in our flyer. 

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

WE ARE #GROWINGLEADERS AT JUDSON ISD!
Our JISD Police Department joined Mr. Jesus Hernandez,
Director of Safety and Security, in an early morning training
to review the district’s Standard Response Protocols last
week .

Together, we are ensuring that our staff and students are
safe and successful at all times.
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In 2019, Matthew Cherry, Everett Downing, and Bruce Smith released Hair Love, an animated short film
that tells the story of a Black father trying to figure out how to style his daughter’s hair.

 
In order to figure it out, he watches hair tutorial videos. Later adapted into a children’s book, the book
was listed on the New York Times Best Seller’s list and the film went on to win the Academy Award for

Best Animated Short Film.
 

It brought attention to the misunderstanding of Black hair.
 

As a way to combat it, many states (and communities) have passed the CROWN Act, a law that prohibits
race-based hair discrimination (and denial of educational opportunities) because of hair texture or

protective hairstyles, including braids, locs, twists, or bantu knots. In Texas, House Bill 567 has been
filed to do the same.

 
In an effort to ensure the City of San Antonio does something similar to what the City of Austin has

done, four students from Judson Early College Academy traveled to San Antonio's City Hall to make the
case for a CROWN Act-like law.

 
“We went to the City Council Chambers to speak for future generations, such as my nieces and
nephews and other people’s family members,” sophomore Victorya Hardeway said. “Hair builds

somebody's character.”
 

On March 1, the group, which included sophomore Janabou Diallo, proudly spoke to make the case.
 

Read more about how JECA students have partnered with the City of San Antonio to make a difference!

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

RALLY TOGETHER TO BRING ATTENTION TO THE CROWN ACT

JECA Students
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Judson ISD, the South Texas Blood and Tissue Center and the Bryce
Strong Foundation are partnering to hold the annual blood drive in
memory of Bryce Wisdom.

This annual event honors the legacy of Bryce Wisdom, a Judson 
High School student who passed away due to cancer. Before his
passing on July 27, 2020, he gained national attention for his 
positivity and strength while dealing with his illness.

In his memory, his mother started the Bryce Strong 
Foundation which works to “bring awareness, assistance, 
and  resources to adolescent cancer warriors and their 
families in honor of Bryce Wisdom.”

Celebrate the life of Bryce Wisdom by donating blood!
Register Today.

GIVE BLOOD, SAVE A LIFE!

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

ADVENTURE CLUB SPRING BREAK CAMPS
Adventure Club hosted an All Day K-5 Spring Break Camp throughout the week of March 13 - 17 at Masters
and Olympia. The theme of the camp was "Spring Has Sprung - All Things Are New." 

Throughout the week, camp staff engaged campers in arts and crafts, journaling and other theme-based
activities. Campers also enjoyed some outdoor play and movie time. Both campsites ventured to the San
Antonio Botanical Gardens on a self-guided group field trip. They had a great time exploring the beautiful
grounds of the venue. 

Learn more about our adult and community education opportunities in their March newsletter!
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For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 
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Judson ISD is proud to announce the graduation dates for the class of 2023.
 

JUDSON ISD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION DATES

𝐉𝐮𝐝𝐬𝐨𝐧 𝐄𝐚𝐫𝐥𝐲 𝐂𝐨𝐥𝐥𝐞𝐠𝐞 𝐀𝐜𝐚𝐝𝐞𝐦𝐲
Friday, May 19, 2023 at 6:30 PM

New Creation Christian Fellowship

𝐉𝐮𝐝𝐬𝐨𝐧 𝐋𝐞𝐚𝐫𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐀𝐜𝐚𝐝𝐞𝐦𝐲
Thursday, May 25, 2023 at 6:30 PM

JISD Performing Arts Center
 

𝐖𝐚𝐠𝐧𝐞𝐫 𝐇𝐢𝐠𝐡 𝐒𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥
Friday, May 26, 2023 at 9:30 AM

Freeman Coliseum
 

𝐉𝐮𝐝𝐬𝐨𝐧 𝐇𝐢𝐠𝐡 𝐒𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥
Friday, May 26, 2023 at 2:30 PM

Freeman Coliseum
 

𝐕𝐞𝐭𝐞𝐫𝐚𝐧𝐬 𝐌𝐞𝐦𝐨𝐫𝐢𝐚𝐥 𝐇𝐢𝐠𝐡 𝐒𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥
Friday, May 26, 2023 at 7:00 PM

Freeman Coliseum
 

For more details visit: www.judsonisd.org/graduation2023
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https://youtu.be/G0Vay4U17R8
https://youtu.be/q704_nb7VwM
https://youtu.be/_kVzMY_-FXk
https://youtu.be/_kVzMY_-FXk
http://www.judsonisd.org/graduation2023


For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

The communications department would
love to share your stories! After all, a
picture is worth over a thousand words!
Click on the images below to go to our
pages and give us a follow.

FIND US ON OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Facebook.com/JudsonISD

@JudsonISD

@JudsonISD_Official

Youtube.com/JudsonISDTV

Is there an event, student, teacher, or
community member you want to highlight? The
Judson ISD social media platforms and website
are a great way to highlight student and
district successes!

DO YOU HAVE A
SPECIAL STORY?

To request media coverage, please fill out this
submission form. 

If you have any questions, please contact
Judson ISD's Multimedia Specialist, Briana
Estrada, at 210-945-5411 or
bestrada@judsonisd.org. Thank you in advance
for your participation.

March: Music in Our Schools Month and
Women's History Month
March 30: Multiple Sclerosis Month
April: Autism Acceptance Month and Month of
the Military Child
April 2: Autism Awareness Day
April 3-7: National Assistant Principal Week
April 4: School Librarian Appreciation Day
April 6: Paraprofessional Appreciation Day
April 15-19: National Volunteer Recognition Week
April 18: Tax Day
April 23: International World Book Day
April 28: Battle of the Flowers

UPCOMING  EVENTS
AROUND JUDSON ISD

LinkedIn.com/Judson-ISD

M A R C H  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3

https://www.judsonisd.org/
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/1
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4021/JudsonISDStrategicPriorities.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/jisdmediarequest
https://www.instagram.com/judsonisd_official/
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC22htyR_RgeKakdv3EwKrRg
https://twitter.com/judsonisd?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/2#calendar1/20220531/month
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/2#calendar1/20220531/month
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/2#calendar1/20220531/month
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/

